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LITERARY GUILD—APRIL been the Imperial consort who died before she became 
Buck, Pearl Imperial Woman Empress. When Sakota conceived, Yehonala—beau- 
Day. 2,1956. 376p. $4.95. tiful, intelligent, clever summoned the 


her first novel based the life actual person, Emperor. 

Miss Buck has provided study the social, political, Yehonala tolerated the corruption and weakness the 
military and economic conditions existing because her third cousin, Jung Lu, hand- 
during the declining years the Manchu Dynasty. some guardsman whom she had been betrothed be- 


The story opens Peking 1852 when Sakota she was chosen Hsien Feng, was present the 
Yehonala, seventeen-year-old cousins, are chosen City. Yehonala bore Jung Lu’s son, but the 
the maidens the family Manchu serve con- unwitting Emperor proclaimed him the heir the 
cubines the debauched Emperor Hsien Feng. Sakota Dragon Throne and Yehonala was then designated 
was made First Concubine because her older sister had Tzu Hsi, Fortunate Mother, and Empress Consort 


the Western Palace. Meanwhile Sakota had become 
mother sickly daughter and was named the Em- 
press Consort the Eastern Palace. 


prepare for her destiny reigning Empress, Ye- 
honala, now Tzu Hsi, placed herself under the instruc- 
tion Prince Kung, wise half-brother the Em- 
peror and learned from him techniques conducting 
affairs state. Thus, when the Emperor died, Tzu Hsi 
was qualified act coregent with Sakota (now Tzu- 
An), until the young Emperor, T’ung Chih, was old 
enough assume the duties the “Son Heaven.” 
Tzu Hsi’s suggestion, Jung had married the Lady 
Mei, daughter Shun, the Grand Councillor. 


When T’ung Chih was sixteen years old, chose 
Alute, daughter the Duke Chung Yi, for his consort. 
was desperately love with his modern young 
wife and soon his mother, Tzu Hsi, resented this affec- 
tion. From such idyllic union sons would proceed 
and Alute would then Empress and Tzu Hsi 
forced retire. prevent this, Tzu Hsi laid plans 
which brought about the death her son and the 
suicide Alute. 

sister the Empress had married the brother 
Hsien Feng and was their son whom Tzu Hsi now 
made the next Emperor, Kwang Hsu, while she re- 
mained Empress Regent. When Kwang Hsu gave 
evidence yielding the influence the ministers 
who would introduce reforms and progressive ideas 
into China, Regent Tzu Hsi made the emperor pris- 
oner and deprived him all privileges the Dragon 
Throne. She drove his favorite, “the Pearl concubine,” 
suicide, and, the story ends, the Imperial Woman, 
Tzu Hsi, plotting poison Kwang Hsu and has 
designated the grandson Jung and Lady Mei 
the next “son Heaven.” 


History tells us, however, that after fifty years em- 
press, Tzu Hsi met the fate she had planned for her 
nephew. She was found dead poisoning one morn- 
ing 1908. Kwang Hsu’s body was found lifeless 
nearby and the Manchu dynasty was ended. 


Because the intimate details the evil practices 
prevalent the House Manchu, this novel 
recommended only sophisticated adults. times 
this reviewer felt that the events was repetitious and 
that the degenerate practices the attendants the 
Imperial City Peking were somewhat overdrawn; 
but these observations aside, there wealth his- 
torical detail Imperial Woman written with the skill 
Miss Buck rightly famous for. 


Lenore Philbin, 
Archbald, Pennsylvania 


BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB—APRIL 
(With Brooks: Helen Keller) 
Chotzinoff, Samuel 
Toscanini: Intimate Portrait 
Knopf. Mar. 21,1956. 148p. $3.50. 


Mr. Chotzinoff, who respected music critic and 
also music advisor for NBC, first met Arturo Tos- 
canini 1926 music critic for the New York 
World assigned the delicate task interviewing the 
maestro his home Milan. From that rather in- 
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auspicious beginning, Mr. Chotzinoff became 
mate personal friend the Toscaninis and was the one 
who finally convinced Toscanini undertake the 
direction the specially formed orchestra which was 
become famous the NBC Symphony, name 
synonymous with exceptionally fine musical broadcasts 
for seventeen seasons the United States. 


Without pretending “definitive biography,” Mr. 
Chotzinoff’s study-sketch the dynamic director 
affectionately idolizes completely charming and 
revealing portrait great spirit. Toscanini’s child- 
like enjoyment absurd practical jokes, his intense 
dedication music and his absorption during concerts, 
well his tempestuous tantrums rehearsals, are 
only part the many-faceted personality. Music-lovers 
will particularly enjoy this “intimate portrait” one 
the greatest twentieth-century musicians. But all 
readers will find enjoyment, well insight into 
the study music and its appreciation, this book. 
recommend specially high-school students. 


BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB—APRIL 
(With Chotzinoff: Toscanini) 


Brooks, Van Wyck 
Helen Keller: Sketch for Portrait 


Dutton. Mar. 23, 1956. 166p. $3.00. 


this Sketch for Portrait Helen Keller, from the 
living tomb her first seven years until today, Van 
Wyck Brooks his own characteristically vivid style 
has, rightly, demonstrated over and over again that 
great lady’s undaunted spirit, her ability derive vital 
enjoyment from all the arts, not excluding the dance, 
and her perfectly phenomenal memory. Also, rightly 
enough, has shown her power attract the friend- 
ship some the most prominent men and women 
our day. However, all our reverence for this re- 
markable woman should not blind the fact that 
Mr. Brooks constantly holds the obvious the 
shallow for our admiration. “All her life she grieved 
over the catastrophies that filled the news and 
she instinctively hated the unjust and the cruel.” 
Keller represented constantly “grieving” over some 
grim news-story. 
ordinary had she failed grieve! 
emphasize that point much? 


necessary 


Much more dangerous are such remarks the follow- 
ing: “Feeling with Pascal the ‘enormous difference be- 
tween piety and goodness,’ she could not believe 
ceremonies that did not have for their object the wel- 
fare mankind, and she had been prepared for 
practical religion that saw ‘the love use’ the ‘per- 
fection man’.” Or, “Knowing that, Breasted said, 
the epoch conscience and character began only five 


thousand years ago,—as datable event the 


duction metal,—she too could see that progress was 


demonstrable historically.” from the blots 
stains barbarous creeds” was her religion 


borgianism. She delighted, Mr. Brooks continues, 


hearing the “Survivor the liberal world 


Gaetano Salvemini, “denounce the retrogression the 
United States towards ‘legitimacy, tradition, symbols 


and similar nonsense’. 


Surely, would have been 
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Thus, Mr. Brooks builds his portrait the typical 
liberalist-humanitarian, with quite imperfect knowl- 
edge history, devout believer the heresy 
Progress, one who denies original sin and with the 
Redemption. great deal made this slim book 
Miss Keller’s happiness. But Mr. Brooks pre- 
sents it, happiness that based entirely 
false premise, that exists only resolutely refusing 
believe that suffering can have any place the scheme 
things, and that the word ‘defeat’ can have any 
significance other than shameful one. Helen Keller 
has nobly devoted large part her life the allevia- 
tion the suffering the blind; but, Mr. Brooks 
correct his portrait, she has not been able bring 
them the most fundamental consolation, the knowl- 
edge that affliction part the great design. Perhaps 
only Mr. Brooks who does not understand this, 
obviously misunderstands the definition sanctity. 


Angela Cave, M.A. (Oxon), 
Manhattan College 

the Sacred Heart, 
Purchase, New York 


Clune, Henry The Big Fella 
Macmillan. Mar. 20, 1956. 400p. $3.95. 

The big city political boss now belongs largely his- 
tory and nostalgic students American politics; the 
novelists are now beginning take them apart. This 
almost clinical study Henry Clune, veteran 
Rochester (N.Y.) newspaperman, follows very shortly 
the heels Edwin O’Connor’s The Last Hurrah, 
one the year’s major novels. But where O’Connor 
was warm and wittty, Clune hard, methodical, and 
let’s face it, rather dull. 


The Big Fella, Dan Herne, freight clerk turn-of- 
the-century Rochester, (fictitious name: Wakefield), 
who has the physical endowments John Sulli- 
van. proud but poor man, possesses the middle 
class virtues, and beginning bored with wife 
years with whom has little common. Herne 
comes equipped with frail but loveable young daugh- 
ter, one those characters you know doomed 
perish consumption early chapter, and older 
son, Harvey, sensitive lad with ambitions become 
the world’s greatest miler. 


The local politicos spot Herne likely bully boy 
collect their graft from criminal elements the tough 
Fifth Ward; enticed money, takes the job. 
repugnant him, but good it, good fact, 
that seven years rises from ward boss candidate 
for governor. route, his rugged, selfish survival-of- 
the-fittest morality destroys his own happiness and that 
his family, bit bit. the end ruined 
scorned mistress and taken back the heart-broken 
but loyal wife who still loves him. 


Clune set his sights tragedy this fantastically 


well-designed, workmanlike novel—the road laid out 


like map, certainly much too well. All the punches 
are telegraphed, and suspense concerned more with 
when than with what and how. But his biggest mis- 
take was give his outsized hero many flaws. Herne 
above all proud, and this results indirectly the 
death his daughter and the son’s tragic loss 


Clune Myers 


confidence runner. Next, Herne loves money, 
(mostly for its prestige and power), and this causes 
him kick over all his principles quite early the 
book. Besides this, the Big Fella has weakness for 
liquor, the cause numerous 
throughout novel; and for shady women, which 
his ultimate sin brings about his ultimate downfall. 


The author plays our sympathy allowing Herne 
frequent twinges conscience; but these are hardly 
enough give the man the stature tragic hero. 
There is, the case often modern novels, only 
our pity—the kiss death for tragedy. Yet Clune 
has made The Big Fella understandable basically 
cruel man, first rate study character. 

his minor characters, has, unhappily, comprom- 
ised too much stereotypes. Except for Harvey, 
appealing youngster who manages salvage some hap- 
piness for himself. The political techniques described 
are obvious but accurate, and the villainy often seems 
naive. Clune, feel, knows the ground rules but 
not the subtleties political corruption. This grim 
book, untouched humor, often stuffy phraseology, 
but these defects are accepted, does show how one 
group lives can corrupted evil. 


James Arnold, 


Sacramento, California 


Myers, Henry The Signorina 


Crown. 

The Signorina, Henry Myers recreates the short, in- 
tense, full life Maria Felicita Garcia Malibran, “the 
greatest singer that ever Malibran lived 
the first years the nineteenth century and, like 
the great Romantics who have given name this 
period, she was proud, passionate, devoted her art, 
conscious self. Mr. Myers presents her story with 
admirably single-minded attention the woman 
artist, indicating the telling that his novel labor 
love. 

Mme. Malibran’s career followed from her birth 
her death her twenty-ninth year. father, the 
great Spanish tenor, Manuel Garcia, made her mag- 
nificent mezzo-soprano voice out nothing. The voice 
was born fear. She came hate her father. 

the age eighteen, she married the septuagenarian 
Malibran escape from her father. Inevitably, she 
came hate her husband also, not from fear, nor only 
because the difference their ages, but because 
his mean and grasping ways. Most her remaining 
years were spent trying escape from the bondage 
this marriage,—an escape finally effected through the 
combined efforts the famous Lafayette, her hus- 
band’s sister, Charlotte, and friendly French law 
court. 


Love affairs were, course, not lacking Mme. Mali- 
bran. Most important these were: her youthful love 
Carlo Pella, scotched her father’s whisking her 
off America; her relationship with the Belgian 
violinist, Charles Bériot, whom she eventually mar- 
ried and whose children she bore; and her final affair 
with Vincenzo Bellini, the composer Norma, her 
Doppelganger, whose death and her own were mys- 
teriously linked terms this legend 
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These were the events and the people her life; but 
more important than any these was music. Music 
was her life and his account it, Mr. Myers 
his best. His narration her operatic career, from 
her debut London with Velutti, the last the great 
Castrati, her creation the role Leonora 
Beethoven’s Fidelio, knowledgeable, enthusiastic, and 
times thrilling. 

The book whole, however, unsatisfactory one. 
Mr. Myers calls “novel,” but deliberately re- 
frains from giving the seriousness which have 
come expect from this form. injects himself 
into the story and chooses, always, the “romantic” and 
mysterious detail for its own sake. Consequently, the 
book has recherché quality and its characters often 
lack credibility. interesting when could have 
been important. 

Finally, Mr. Myers admired for avoiding the 
merely sensational his relatively unclinical treatment 
situations which afford easy opportunity for the lurid: 
the January-May marriage; Mme. Malibran’s propensity 
for singing male roles; her several passionate love 
affairs. the other hand, the lack ethical respon- 
sibility, evidenced the treatment the annulment 
Mme. Malibran’s first marriage, again suggests the 


book’s “romantic” bent. 
Charles Kirby, Ph.D., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Shaw, Irwin Lucy Crown 
Random House. Mar. 30, 1956. 339p. $3.95. 

certain summer evening lake resort Lucy 
Crown succumbed circumstances and twenty-year- 
old collegian brief but disastrous liaison which 
wrecked not only marriage, (already weakened 
boredom, insufficiency and male masterfulness), but 
also the life her thirteen-year-old son who had dis- 
covered and reported the affair his father. And then 
for almost score years the three their separate 
ways seeking purpose and happiness life but finding 
only tasteless failure until partial reconciliation occurs 
between Lucy and her son Tony story’s end. 


Oliver Crown had been interested airplane develop- 
ment when married Lucy after World War but 
had abandoned that save the family printing busi- 
ness. For almost fifteen years had dominated Lucy 
and had confined their lives minutiae. After the 
breakup, continued futile surface life with Lucy; 
but eventually began deteriorate into affairs with 
other women and drinking. was killed unneces- 
sarily World War II. Lucy Crown sought love 
the arms many men but found only disillusionment. 
Tony was exiled school and became cynical car- 
toonist, acknowledging values life. 


Lucy finally found contentment working for chil- 
dren’s section the United Nations and, while 
trip France, encountered Tony who was living there 
with his wife and young son. final appeal she 
convinces Tony her sorrow and presumably re- 
gains his faith life and love and marriage. 

This not story events but rather psychological 
novel delving into the personalities the three main 
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characters and showing the disintegration produced 
the consequences single act whose causes, however, 
had been cumulative over longer period. The story 
told through series flashbacks which bring the 
reader into the thoughts and emotions the partici- 
pants. This rather complicated method story-telling 
handled capably the author and the final result 
quite readable and also quite sterile. Oliver, Lucy 
and Tony exist purely material level and even 
their human virtues are pallid things best. They 
think only terms their own interests and their 
actions are based solely self-interest and satisfaction. 
They see evil their lives only the extent that they 
have been unhappy and unsatisfied—they are amoral 
rather than unmoral. the whole, this reviewer sees 
little danger the book for adult readers but also 
sees little reason for recommending it. 


Scarfoglio, Carlo The True Cross 
Pantheon Books. Mar. 30, 1956. 330p. $3.95. 

The Latin Kingdom Jerusalem, founded Godfrey 
the First Crusade, lasted less than two centuries. 
Born from the herculean efforts dedicated warriors 
flourished and then began degenerate and was 
finally abandoned Philip France and Richard 
Enlgand 1192 even though its reconquest lay within 
their power. the story the events preceding its 
demise, from 1177 1192, that Carlo Scarfoglio tells 
this historical chronicle. story disintegra- 
tion, the loss spiritual dedication, and despair 
which told the life young Italian knight, Guido 
Acconciaiuocos, who comes Outre-Mer the first 
flush idealism win Salvation this Holy Land 
preserving from Saracen attack. dismayed 
find the land disorder with Leper King the 
throne and womanly intrigue dividing the country 
while the one Prince who could save it, Raymond 
Tripoli, forced into estrangement. 


Knight Templar and enters the order time par- 
ticipate Baldwin’s famous victory over Saladin 
Montgisard near Ascalon. But begins perceive 
burgeoning rottenness the people Outre-Mer and 
initiated further into the Temple perceives 
with horror that heresy and diabolism are its secret 
practices. leaves the order take service with 
Balian Ibelin and consorts with woman Jebail, 
pagan heart. His experiences the Temple and 
his sexual liaison are bound sense death— 
death his soul, Christianity, and the Kingdom. 
Although fights and participates, over twelve 
year period, the events the Kingdom’s last days, 
sort hopeless despair that sees possible 
salvation. 


Faithfully related are the events Baldwin’s death and 
that his infant successor; the intrigues which finally 
place Guy Lusignan the throne; the disastrous 
battle the Horns Hattin; the siege Jerusalem 
and the events the Third Crusade, which Philip 
and Richard England finally abandon the Holy Land 
the Saracens. 


Through all Guido moves numb despair, desolated 
that his love God end only defeat. 
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becomes attracted the heresies the Cathari and 
Paulicians and his deathbed realizes that only 
them lies salvation. 


Mr. Scarfoglio has written excellent chronicle ac- 
count the last days the Latin Kingdom. 
tunately has infused with heretical mysticism 
which almost completely vitiates the historical and 
literary values the book. One does not quarrel too 
much with his despair over conditions 
Europe led men seek surer and more certain sal- 
vation the Holy Land, one does not question the 
spiritual decay the age; but one must deny that the 
decay was absolute that salvation would come from 
cults which assigned only the soul God, the body 
the Devil. The book suitable only for very mature 
readers and even they will find scarcely rewarding. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Powers, The Presence Grace 
Doubleday. 1956. $2.95. 


The publication collections short stories has waxed 
and waned since the time Poe who made kind 
American specialty. Modern writers less often pre- 
sent themselves before their readers spinners brief 
stories. Other forms attract them more, perhaps be- 
cause the response their readers less doubtful 
where full length tales are concerned, least within 
the hard covers book. noteworthy that 
collection short stories appears occasionally by- 
product novelist’s pen, but the venture not re- 
peated often. Yet there are authors whose metier 
this type narrative, and Powers has furnished 
second series stories with the publication The 
Presence Grace. 


The stories The Presence Grace belong together 
since they deal almost exclusively with Catholic 
priests. bishop two figures some the stories, 
but the tales rely more heavily priests than higher 
ecclesiastical figures. Two them concern the same 
priests the same rectory, that general one gets 
the feeling that reading variations theme. 
The plots seem almost too anemic and inconsequential 
detail, but they can scanned lightly. “Dawn,” 
the opening story, relates the tempest teapot 
caused when parishioner drops envelope the 
Peter’s Pence collection, envelope addressed “The 
Pope,” and marked also “Personal.” the careful, 
almost timid, inquiry that follows determine the 
identity the woman involved, the glancing satire 
the author almost its best. The best probably 
that displayed the two tales which concern the 
goings-on the rectory Father Malt, mid-western 
pastor eighty, whose assistant none too happy 
his assignment. The stories are told through the use 
rectory cat. “The Poor Thing” abandons the 
clerics anatomize the misfortune Theresa, who 
serves selfish invalid, but the religious atmosphere 
strong that one feels the priests have but left the 
room. “The Devil Was the Joker” pictures the un- 
happy relations young man who feels has 
vocation and his association with 
salesman who finally admits that not Catholic 


Powers Barrett 


represents himself. Father Fabre plays Losing 
Game” the story that name when attempts 
outwit his wily pastor; and “Zeal” shows that Bishop 
can play losing game when confronted with the 
skillful maneuvers Monsignor Reed and Father Early. 
The last two stories “Blue Island,” and “The Presence 
Grace” contain more plot material, more material 
organized toward climax, than the others. The 
first named pictures the distress young wife, married 
innkeeper shady reputation, she attempts 
enter gracefully and unobtrusively into the society 
her neighborhood, with unfortunate results. The 
story from which the collection gets its title explains 
the faux pas curate who dined with the wrong 
type parishioner, but found his pastor remark- 
able defender. 


The simple name the author, with initials for 
Christian name, indicative the economical style 
with which writes. The careful mosaic words 
with which builds each story exercise 
gifted writing. But the paucity material, the 
tendency the stories run off into nowhere, makes 
the skilful writing almost waste effort. There 
faint mockery Mr. Powers’ handling his clerical 
personae, that makes one wonder why bothers 
deal with group men whom many are interested 
but into whose lives few consciously peer. There 
easily available proof that the author had genuinely 
sounded the minds the bishops introduced into the 
stories, although many clerical readers will recognize 
the correctness, not the worth, some the sacer- 
dotal vignettes. The author’s humor often sly 
shy caviar the general, but his raillery 
will hardly make the judicious grieve. 


Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 
Head, Department English, 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


Barrett, Michael The Reward 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Mar. 23,1956. 216p. $3.00. 


This distinguished first novel has already been pub- 
lished England, being published currently 
France, and will produced motion picture. The 
theme simple: the effect that greed for gold has 
eight lives which are thrust together the burning 
heat and scorched wastes the Argentine desert. 


Martin Neale Englishman exile, down his 
luck. sees chance make coup when recog- 
nizes former acquaintance, Stephen Darnley, who 
wanted charge kidnapping and murder, and 
who has price 500,000 pesos his head, dead 
alive. Neale enlists the help the local inspector 
police, promising split the reward with him. With 
four other vigilantes, they pursue Darnley and his wife, 
first car and then mule, deep into the desert. 
There Darnley and his wife are captured. The trek 
back nightmare. First, the four under-policemen 
find out about the reward, demand equal shares, and 
become the real leaders the party. Darnley makes 
two abortive efforts escape and succeeds only 
getting himself and the Indian guide killed. When the 
party about day’s distance from the nearest village, 
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sudden storm wipes out all tracks and the group 
condemned wander without food and with little 
water, lost the burning desert. Some the mules 
die, forcing some the party take turns walking, 
since the dead body Darnley must brought for 
the reward. 


fierce quarrel, the inspector police wounded 
his assistant and then killed “an act mercy” 
Neale. this time realizes the destructive 
forces has unleashed and, trying protect Darn- 
ley’s wife from attack, forced shoot another 
the policemen. Finally, hair-raising climax, just 
the remnants catch sight village, violence breaks 
out once more. All are killed but Neale; buries the 
body which once meant much money for him; 
tears his few remaining bills over the grave and 
walks into the village begin life anew. 


This story for adults who relish grim fare. There are 
some frank and brutal incidents, but sensationalism 
for its own sake. The whole tale told with admirable 
restraint, with the emphasis portrayal characters 
trying circumstances. successful novel, indeed. 


William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


McClellan, George Jr. 
The Gentleman and the Tiger 


Lippincott. Feb. 375p. $6.00. 


gentleman-aristocrat twentieth-century Tammany 
politics. The one difficulty presented the book 
that has many diverse values that its true worth 
may overlooked because its obvious defects 
work serious scholarship. 


This book is, however, good history because reveals 
many unknown details that provide clearer view 
the personalities and machinations Tammany Hall 
and other political groups active the turn the 
century. Details Democratic in-fighting, coupled 
with sharp portraits many major and minor figures, 
gives truer human picture the real factors and 
operations practical politics. Approached with 
determination learn and understand, not merely 
dig bits dead scandals which have been common 
(if general) knowledge, this autobiography mayor 
New York (1903 1909) can help understand 
ourselves better because better understanding 
the age that has just recently been completed. 


George McClellan, was the famous son 
famous father, gentleman all the contemporary 
standards. has inherited prestige and sense 
noblesse oblige, sense aristocratic honor coupled 
with not-too-discriminate ability cooperate with 
immensely practical but not 
cians. 


his credit that, while was mayor, his honor 
eventually caused break with Boss Murphy and Tam- 
many. spite his admittedly superior administra- 
tion for two terms mayor and his earlier good record 
member the House Representatives for sev- 
eral terms, this break with Tammany cut short 
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promising political career. McClellan Jr. gives 
incomplete self-portrait with almost mention his 
private life; but offers series insights and judg- 
ments based well-integrated system values 
which assumes all share. Thus have con- 
sistent self-portrait political man and his times 
from the remarkable vantage one the last the 
old and first the new style aristocratic politicians. 
self-portrayal enables understand 
better both him and others like him, such the 
Lodges, the many Roosevelts, the Tafts, and now the 
Kennedys. 


The Gentleman and the Tiger is, also, excellent 
book period humor. own first reaction was 
note startling similarity between this work and many 
the novels Marquand, and even with the 
recent Last Hurrah. McClellan had sense humor 
and the ability perceive and pierce the pomposity 
others, without ever seeing the modicum the same 
himself. There are many anecdotes about nearly all 
the prominent figures the New York political and 
newspaper world his time. too-brief, but devas- 
tating portrait Princeton University under Woodrow 
Wilson and his successors should immensely please all 
who have been involved academic life. 


The most frustrating characteristic the book the 
total disregard the author for accuracy respect 
minor details. spite the excellent editorial work 
and introduction Harold Syrett, the many errors 
the original author which the editor has detected 
cast great doubt the remainder the work schol- 
arly source-material. However, since the detailed accur- 
acy scholarship only one the many paths 
learning the truth, this limitation does not detract from 
the book’s value device for greater understanding 
the political men the turn the twentieth cen- 
tury. would, indeed, enthusiastically recommend 
The Gentleman and the Tiger being literate, well- 
written, useful, profitable and enjoyable reading. 


Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., 
Political Philosophy Department, 
Fordham University, 


New York, New York 


Delmar, Vina Beloved 


Harcourt, Brace. Mar. 22,1956. 382p. $3.95. 

Judah Benjamin was brilliant Southern lawyer who 
became the first Attorney General Jefferson Davis’s 
Confederate Cabinet. Later Benjamin served Secre- 
tary War and Secretary State for the Confederacy. 


Beloved fictionalized biography this Southern 


statesman based considerable research into his 


life. Benjamin was born Charleston, the son 
religious, improvident father and materialistic, 


gressive mother. 
Fayatteville, North Carolina, and then entered Yale. 


was eventually forced leave Yale because 


false accusation stealing brought against him 
some anti-Semitic classmates. 
jamin went New Orleans, studied law, and became 
immensely successful and respected legal circles. 
entered politics and was elected Senator. After brief 
sojourn Washington joined the Confederate gov- 
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ernment Richmond and remained there until the 
end the Civil War. After Lee’s surrender Appo- 
matox, Benjamin fled Florida and gradually voyaged 
England. Britain began study English law, 
entered practice, and again achieved considerable pres- 
tige his vocation. Knowing his death was imminent, 
travelled the side his unfaithful wife France 
and died the continent. 

may perceived. from this summary, Mrs. Del- 
mar’s latest novel ranges kaleidoscopically over many 
years and many places. Benjamin was certainly 
man intellectual keenness who led eventful, color- 
ful life. Benjamin’s career and odyssey there 
much material for highly successful novel. This 
not such novel. Since one expects more from such 
material and more from authoress Mrs. Delmar’s 
experience, this book becomes extreme disappoint- 
ment. Its basic defect thinness. bony, lean, 
emaciated saga: framework only. While much re- 
search unquestionably has been done, enough meat has 
not been added the skeleton make appear any- 
thing but skeleton. There very little solidity, and 
very little satisfying depth. The only part the book 
that comes alive favorably the Richmond episode 
where, for all-too-brief time, Mrs. Delmar probes 
into the government the Confederacy and into the 
men who who composed the government. She 
too much hurry linger, and that pity. 
Perhaps, this rush element part the reason for the 
weakness the book. There much time cover, 
many events mentioned, and few pages 
so, that race against all these preoccupations 
and, ultimately, lose. 


Only the Richmond section there some depth, 
some profoundness, some intellectual stimulus. 
truthful, not sleep while reading Mrs. Del- 
mar; not have the opportunity, because are 
carried along wave mercurial thinness. The 
pace does not allow the reader become soporific; but 
wishes could. this attitude, then, rests the 
failure the book. Then, have prose that often 
reads: “The years. Where did they go?” 
had the time gone?” “You paint tragic picture but 
will admit war horrible and this war.” Lo! the 
unfortunate reader caught between the haste and the 


Paul Doyle, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Kauffman, Stanley Man the World 
Rinehart. Mar. 29,1956. 279p. $3.50. 


Nick rationalizes the unfortunate situation his mar- 
riage Iris recalling the Kaiser’s words when the 
first World War broke out for the Germans: “Ich habe 
nicht gewollt.” Nick reasons with little sensitivity 
for moral considerations that has not willed this 
situation falling out love with Iris, his attractive 
ex-model wife, and into love with Del, his secretary, 
who was “savage particular” about her work and 
incapable denying her affections for Nick. This 
story talented industrial engineer allows the 
reader watch Nick arguing himself into logic that 
indifferent morality. After all, “he had tried 


Keveson 


shape his life afford maximum satisfaction with 
minimum aggressiveness and disruption. 
wanted only active and occupied, pay his way 
without obligation anyone; and have private life 
that pleased his sense esthetics. had approached 
love had approached his work. His overriding 
maxim was: ‘Be reasonable.’ How had got into this 
pickle?” Nick’s application his maxim allows him 
leave Iris whose moral considerations are more 
delicate. She has her Leica camera keep her busy 
and the interests young producer; and sweet 
reasonableness drives Nick New York from Califor- 
nia pursuit Del who reveals the first indications 
intelligence when she quits her position secretary. 
Nick defends his behavior and when 
receives word from Del her intention leave for 
the East, reflects once again: “What’s the point 
being intelligent, you use your intelligence every- 
where except matters love.” His “intelligence” 
and “reasonability” induce him refuse renewal 
contract with his company and determine leave 
Iris for Del and position New York. 


this marital triangle there none the real psycho- 
logical and theological conflict that would found 
novel Graham Greene Mauriac. The con- 
flict here only psychological; moral judicial con- 
siderations are pushed aside. The result that less 
and less sympathy experienced the reader for the 
unfortunate participants. Nick seems com- 
municate all with Iris and the question divorce 
never mentioned: 
“He supposed they would drift toward that divorce) 
they had drifted into and out marital relationship. 
the morning the day left, she telephoned home from 
the studio ask whether had paid the garage for the 
grease job; said had and would leave the receipted bill 
his dresser. Those were the last words they spoke each 
other. Then took taxi the airport feeling like 
event the womb time.” 
not sympathy that Nick and Iris stimulate the 
reader but pity and concern for such persons who will 
struggle even rationalize adulterous behavior. Nick 
strikes this reader flaccid and weak reflection 
such this: 
terrible that marriage can end this way? The 
stars should shrieking. We’re human beings, and mar- 
riage ending. It’s right that should end; but doesn’t the 
universe understand how important the occasion is? 
two people remembered the best Iris and his eyes 
grew little moist. ‘Stiff upper lip,’ said. ‘Anyone for 
tennis?’” 
After all, should not all rationalize: “Ich habe 
nicht gewollt.” 


This not novel genuine conflict and tension but 
mere imitation. moral and literary grounds can 
scarcely recommended without multiple reservations. 


Thomas Wassmer, S.J., Ph.D., 
Chairman Philosophy Department, 
Moyne College, 

Syracuse New York 


Keveson, Peter Tubie’s Monument 
Dutton. Mar. 19, 1956. 311p. $3.50. 


these latter days, the madding crowd’s strife, often 
the ignoble kind, has taken forms which Gray could 
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scarcely have dreamed when penned his “Elegy.” 
The frenzied world modern advertising, for example, 
seems especially deserve the poet’s caustic criticism; 
and occuping special niche that world are the men 
who busy themselves preparing television commercials. 
Peter Keveson knows that world well, from years 
association with it, and has written satire, Tubie’s 
Monument, commercials and their creators. 


Joe Lavingo the monument and Tubie, the builder, 
Benson Tubrovin. They meet accident that 
fateful day when the young son Italo-American 
butcher goes from the Bronx the radio and television 
district seeking work actor. there for the 
simple reason that someone told him resembled 
George Raft and should become actor. His sim- 
plicity such that Tubie decides attempt project 
his natural artlessness the screen, and base the 
commercial appeal Joe’s apparent wholesomeness. 
Under those conditions, foregone conclusion that 
“Mom” will part the story, and she is; not 
the real Mom that Joe knew, but synthetic parent, 
fashioned Tubie, and given filling her family 
with Adama Noodle Soup all occasions. 


Choice places programs are not surrendered gracious- 
that competitive world; but Tubie manages foist 
Joe the studio and the sponsor New York, with 
special two-week test made Chicago. The 
results are devastating, both upsetting the privileged 
performers who must now bow Tubie and his new 
sensation, and the public furore that greets Joe’s 
personal appearances. Tubie and his monument come 
back New York and the fields greater glory. And 
there disaster strikes. Joe has never really understood 
the new atmosphere which lives, and his real 
dreams are see his older brother, Angelo, who had 
left for the south months before try his luck, get 
with some professional baseball team. 


Angelo the rock that Tubie’s dréam breaks on, for 
Joe decides open super-market with Angelo and 
says farewell and Tubie. Tubie, whose maneu- 
vers have been carrying him higher 
frantic when Joe calls him announce that will 
longer serve Rodney Raft, the sensation, and 
Tubie ends his life with overdose sleeping tablets. 
typical Joe that recounts these events the 
same matter-of-fact way which talks about the 
successful opening the Lavingo Brothers’ new market. 


The characters the story are strange medley 
artists, flowing with mannerisms and temperament, and 
hard-headed businessmen who can sound the public 
tastes physician sounds chest: Huffner and Lynch, 
partners who not speak each other; Maggie Rosen- 
berg and Nellie Doll, who occupy the Chicago scene; 
Rocco Lupino, shrewd representative Adama Soups, 
who talks the strange jargon the commercial world; 
and the lesser fry who cling the skirts coat-tails 
those leading the financial parade. Granted that 
drawn with satirical pen, nevertheless picture 
absurdities which make the too simple Italian boy 
with his “ravioli seem more level-headed than 
those who know their way about the strange mad 
world advertising. Joe sums neatly: “That’s 
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the way goes. One guy wants monument, another 
guy wants partners with his brother.” 


Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 
Head, Department English, 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


Morris, Joe Alex What Year! 


Harper. Mar. 338p. $3.95. 

The year 1929. Joe Morris considers the first year 
President Hoover’s term office similar historical 
importance 1588, 1815,and 1898. one his- 
tory’s great dates. many American families, father 
still speaks his wealth before 1929. When the years 
after 1929 are mentioned, the same person may shrug 
shoulders and take cab home. feels has mo- 
mentarily escaped strict economy circa 1956 and has 
lived for ten blocks did twice day “before 
the crash.” 


What Year! colorful, well-written account 
Westbrook Pegler’s “Era Wonderful Nonsense.” 
The “characters” are products the Volstead Era. 
Certainly, they will never make the next “Great Out- 
line History”; some them have already been buried 
the dusty archives forgotten Americana. The 
Roaring "Twenties gave Jimmy Walker, Texas Gui- 
nan, Huey Long, Harry Lillis Crosby, Maurice Cheva- 
lier, Alexander Wolcott and Asa Griggs Candler. The 
entertainers and sports figures seem have crowded 
the major statesmen the Third Decade’s Hall 
Fame. Sports became big business; coaches and gradu- 
ate managers earned, least received more than the 
highest ranking professors. Primo Carnera, one half- 
inch short seven feet tall, arrived from Italy 
flatten set-ups the fistic industry; but when the sim- 
ple, good-natured giant met first-rate boxer Max 
Baer, was relieved his championship title 
disgusting exhibition. Baseball contributed George 
Herman Ruth; and Morris does not spare “The Babe”: 
the chapter Ruth entitled “12 Hot Dogs, Bottles 
Pop, and 729 Home Runs.” Ruth’s career lasted 
twenty years, which time earned least two 
million dollars. thirty-nine, Ruth was through 
baseball; but had raised the salaries the players; 
became idol American youth. 


delightful chapter this book called simply “Big 
Business.” relates the amazing story Sam Insull 
and the collapse his empire. Insull’s Austerlitz was 
brought college professor named Paul Doug- 
las, now better known United States Senator from 
Illinois. Cars were relatively cheap 1929: Ford 
sold for $625.00, Chevrolet for $675.00, Pontiac for 
$745.00; and the high price field Marmon cost 
Stutz $3,570.00, and the luxury Locomo- 
bile $12,500.00. During this year John Rockefeller, 
tore down 229 old brownstone-front houses and 
erected Rockefeller Center. 


the great years history. 


Mr. Morris has done good job, not only 


but also assembling pictures illustrate his 
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This reviewer regrets only that there index ex- 
pedite quick reference. What Year! should entertain 
all readers. 

Frank Brown, 

Chairman, History Department, 

University Scranton 


Heriat, Philippe The Spoiled Children 
Putnam. Mar. 317p. $3.95. 


divided into three parts. First: Agnes Broussardel, 
young French girl, comes Berkeley, California, 
exchange student and there meets Norman, student 
architecture, and lives with him for several months; 
but when the so-called romance has lost its appeal, the 
parting takes place calmly man takes off his 
coat. Second part: Agnes returns France and faces 
period re-adaptation hostile and tribal family 
which had opposed her going the and now 
fears she may have lost the family spirit. Norman 
comes Europe business, stops Paris, calls Agnes 
and, although has told her engaged mar- 
ried, Agnes resumes the California affaire for few 
days. Final part: Agnes, now enceinte, finds one 
whom she can turn but distant cousin, Xavier, 
who specially congenial her because, due youth- 
ful illness, has not been subjected the family’s 
tyranny; she tells him her condition; agrees marry 
her; the family happy over the coming union. How- 
ever, when the family learns Agnes’ pregnancy, 
knows that because his previous illness Xavier can- 
not the cause. Indirectly, this causes 
death; Agnes left alone bear and raise her child. 


The end. 


Naturalism permeates this book; whatever morality 
reflects seems based nature alone; the dic- 
tum that man must let act according his inclina- 
tions, without check. decadent bourgeois fam- 
ily, one hopes, does not exist now ever existed 
portrays it. Mauriac, true, has presented similar 
families, but always with some glimmer the spiritual 
which hope for their redemption can based. 
There hope for the Broussardels Heriat’s gra- 
phic delineation them. Moreover, Agnes repre- 
sented the complete little Freudian; she merely 
trying always express and make sure her person- 
ality; she wants liberate herself from the imprisoning 
influence her family; she wants make sure that 
she alone who doing what she does. There more 
than trace hysteria every character this 
narrative. 


One the biggest sellers France, The Spoiled 
Children may likely owe its popularity there the 
average Frenchman’s desire know something the 
United States. so, they are being again deceived, 
since Heriat contents himself with exploration 
sex within the life university. This reviewer 
feels that Heriat might have done better than show- 
ing the United States through the eyes hysterical 
French girl. 


Leon Baisier, Ph.D., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Herchinger, Fred Adventure Education 
Macmillan. Mar. 20, 1956. 266p. $3.75. 


This interpretative account the work the 
Connecticut Fact-Finding Commission Education 
appointed Governor Chester Bowles January 1949 
and continued into 1955 Governor Abraham Ribi- 
coff. The book distillate the voluminous, de- 
tailed, statistical reports 29,000 workers the Edu- 
cation Editor the New York Herald Tribune. 


The work the Commission thus antedated the many 
controversial books public education and much 
broader scope that treats almost all parts 
the educational process with the exception higher 
education. Its method reminds one the procedure 
used the Midcentury White House Conference 
Education 1950. Thirty-eight thousand citizens 
Connecticut formed local committees report 
larger groups and finally the 
where the results were collated. While each system 
education involves local conditioning factors, the 
size and thoroughness this area project would guaran- 
tee other states insight into experiences that are com- 
mon all. 


many facets public education concerned the Com- 
mission that describe any one fully would distort its 
over-all findings. However, inequalities financing 
schools due the fact that real estate bears the entire 
burden school taxation was prominent issue. 
clearer definition the aims education needed 
both laymen and educator alike; this particularly 
true secondary education. Good work done the 
academically inferior trade school leaves much 
desired the vocational school receive the status 
the high school. There need for greater state 
contribution education than the twenty per cent 
now given local Teacher college and liberal 
arts school have settle their traditional differences 
order better job teacher preparation. 
Building construction needs and reduction student 
transportation expenses are also problems faced every- 
where the school administrator. 


The educator attempting gain panoramic view 
the status and needs public education will secure 
such vista from the Connecticut study, and the lay- 
men interested improvement public education has 
guide book the work the Fact-Finding Com- 


mission. 
Lennon, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Henri The Splendour the Church 
Sheed Ward. Mar. 289p. $3.50. 


Since prayer the lifting the mind and the heart 
God, this theological work Father Lubac, 
might said prayer, and exceptionally medi- 
tative one that. least intellectual and 
emotional appraisal the Church the means 
man’s salvation. also vivifies the particular role 
the Church modern society, embracing practically 
every theological and philosophical implication such 
consideration would demand. 

However, because replete with thought, preg- 
nant with suggestion, proves itself challenging, 
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not esoteric, achievement. Only the erudite theo- 
logian, the perceptive philosopher, and the recondite 
historian dogma could properly appreciate and evalu- 
ate what contained The Splendour the Church. 
The allusions, the citations, the data impose too much 
upon even the extraordinarily well-educated Catholic 
reader. Furthermore, this book too Continental 
European its treatment appeal American 
readers. 


Yet, one has the patience read this book care- 
fully, will learn much about the function tradi- 
tion the Church. will shown, too, the intri- 
cate nature the Communion Saints. The problem 
Church and State, the societal character the 
Church, cite but few other aspects this study, 
are examined detail whet the appetite the 
inquiring ecclesio-centric scholar. fact, might 
said, possible facet which gives splendor the 
Church neglected Father Lubac. 


Apart from its exceptionally limited appeal, might 
well mention that the translation (done Michael 
Mason) contains number irritating Gallicisms. This 
translation also somewhat inconsistent spelling, 
using either dependance dependence, formulae 
formulas, for instance. Then there the bewildering 
device having sentence, phrased declarative 
manner, suddenly become interrogation because 
question mark unexpectedly becoming its terminal 
mark punctuation. But the scholarly and careful 
reader perhaps will overlook these defects because 
the profound content the book. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 


Providence Rhode Island 


Anderson, Thomas Your Own Beloved Sons 
Random House. Mar. 23, 1956. 230p. $3.50. 


American outfit the Korean War surrounded 
and cut off Chinese and North Korean forces. The 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 


The Last Hurrah (Ila) O’Connor 
Andersonville (IIb) 
Marjorie Morningstar 
Ten North Frederick (III) 
Cash McCall 

Boon Island (Ila) 

Auntie Mame 

Island the Sun (IIb) 
Ulysses (1) 

The Tontine (Ila) 


NON-FICTION 


The Search for Bridey Murphy 
Gift from the Sea (Ila) Lindbergh 
Night Remember (1) 
Inside Africa (1) 

The Edge the Sea 
Profiles Courage 

The Grand Mademoiselle (1) 


Feb. 15, 
Nov. 


Kennedy 15, 
Steegmuller Feb. 15, ’56 


Anderson Rigney 
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outfit’s Captain Driscoll, pressed-pants portrait 
officer seen (and grudgingly admired) through non- 
com eyes, calls for volunteers. Six men are needed 
take patrol through enemy territory town held 
America’s Dutch allies. 


The men who offer go, for different reasons: 
Richard Avery, the new boy the outfit, eager 
prove himself; Olsen the gunner goes near his 
Fifty; Little John, the patrol offers opportunity 
get away from kitchen chores and serve with Sgt. 
Stanley. 


Sgt. Stanley has specifically requested permission 
lead this man quiet understanding, 
compassion and concern unto death for the men his 
platoon, Stanley would not think entrusting this mis- 
sion anyone less dedicated than himself. 


Stanley insists that Gardner, the outfit “foul-up,” 
taken the patrol and given another chance. 


Corporal Decker goes along prove that Gardner 
liability and beyond redemption. 

When Stanley’s patrol emerges from the Korean valley 
death, only Richard and Little John are alive tell 
about it. The others, including Stanley, die proving 
their point or, Gardner’s case, themselves. 


Your Own Beloved Sons Thomas Anderson’s first 
novel. Writing about what saw member 
actual patrol cut off during the Korean war, young 
author Anderson’s typewriter runs like half-crazed 
halftrack: hills, down dales, fording rivers, climbing 
embankments, and dragging the reader behind the story 
like captive PW. There altogether boresome 
preoccupation with jeeps and the other monotonous 
business platoon maneuvers. 

When Anderson writes about what felt, however, 
it’s quite different story. 
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few lines, and despite some frightfully undis- 


tinguished prose, Anderson manages convey some- 


thing the chilling uncertainty, the apprehensive 


quiet, the terrifying loneliness guard duty. 


And there better insight into the mind new 


recruit than Richard’s thoughts before action (p. 59). 


The reader pages more into YOBS before en- 


countering the profanity and vulgarity have come 
expect all war stories. Anderson exercises con- 
siderable restraint, however, and while some the 
language would not make fitting echoes for cloister, 
the general reading public the workaday world 
should able take harmlessly stride. 


Rigney, Harold Years Red Hell 
Regnery. Mar. 222p. $3.00. 

Agere Sequitur Esse. Operations follow essences. 
you want know what thing is, observe opera- 
tion. you want see communism its proper 


perspective, the enormity its evil, Years 


Red Hell merits your attention. 


Jen Catholic University Peiping was founded 
American Benedictines. German Divine Word Mis- 
sionaries conducted the school during World War II; 
and, afterwards, forestall attempts the Nationalist 
Government China confiscate Jen the alien 
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property private Germans, the school’s American 
character was once again reasserted with the appoint- 
ment rector Chicago-born Divine Word Mission- 
ary, Father Harold Rigney. 


That was August 1946. December, the move 
take over the university was well under way, not 
the part the Nationalist Government, but the 
People’s Democratic Republic. 


Reverting their boring from within tactics, the com- 
munists organized student and teacher unions among 
the non-Catholic “progressives” Jen and called 
strike. The plan was have these bogus unions vote 
favor handing the school over the communists, 
with the expropriation being carried out along legal 
lines via democratic processes. 

That was the plan, but misfired thanks Fr. Rigney 
and his determination save the school for the Church 
and delay the inevitable long possible. Rigney 
continued thwart and outwit the communists for 
four long years, until his arrest June 25, 1951. For 
months thereafter, until negotiations the Geneva 
conference won his release, “reactionary” Rigney paid 
dearly for his “crimes.” 

Fr. Rigney’s survey the Church North China, his 
reports his superiors, the fact that knew 
O.S.S. man, these and other harmless bits and pieces 
were molded the Chinese communists and their 
demoniac dialectic form picture treason,—a pic- 
ture which included the usual hackneyed accusations: 
spying for the S., the Vatican, etc., etc., nauseam. 


Then came the sleep-disturbing middle-of-the-night 
interrogations; the fiendish harrassment fellow pris- 


oners; untreated eyesores from dirty bath water; infec- 


tions from the paper which handwritten confessions 
were supposed made, and multitude other 
scurrilities all part the subtile, refined, cunning 
tortures which the Russians are ignorant and 
which the Chinese Communists use not make 
martyrs (but) reduce their victims sub- 


human, non-human, non-volitional stage, they easily 
” 


attempts dismember the Mystical Body, Years 
Red Hell required reading for all. will more 
than any one book communism acquaint you with 
the paramount peril our times. will much 
any retreat develop minimal anti-creature-comfort 
attitudes and reliance the things the 
spirit which can bent, but never broken Fr. Rigney 
and others like him prove. 


The way the world going, Years Red Hell may 
not too far off for some us. owe our- 
selves plan our counteroffensives—now. 


Arthur North, 
The Daily News, 
New York, New York 


Barker, Dudley This Green and Pleasant Land 
Holt. Mar. 26,1956. 320p. $3.95. 


This novel dramatizes the cruel adjustments required 
the English people when huge steel mill, named 
Skelstrand, built Gulport, once quiet and pleas- 


Barker Frizell 


ant town the sea. The story begins with invasion 
workers, one whom commits crime rape the 
very first day. The violence continues with strike 
inspired communist shop-steward when the com- 
pany refuses take back the rapist-worker non- 
proven verdict. When the century-old rights the 
local fishermen threatens the possession necessary 
docks, the company buys them off, and the towns- 
people, realizing the cause their new-found prosper- 
ity, are won over. But the old village squire, Col. Mel- 
moth, remains adamant his opposition, even when 
his daughter, Elizabeth, agrees marry Andrew Gaz- 
zard, the son Sir Russell who was pulling the finan- 
cial strings necessary large undertaking. Sir 
Russell’s ambition was found dynasty, the back- 
bone whose strength would control Skelstrand. 
The marriage goes through planned and Andrew, 
who had been playboy, seriously undertakes learn 
the business running the mill under the direction 
Charles Neve, construction engineer also love with 
Elizabeth. She, realizing that she was bought with the 
Russell money, tempted away with Neve. But 
Neve has other troubles, meanwhile; the communists 
are planning major coup sabotage with the help 
Col. Melmoth. Christmas eve, the plot thwarted 
thrilling episode and Skelstrand completed. 
Neve leaves take another job; Andrew and Elizabeth 
are reconciled; Col Melmoth retires. 


The author manipulates his many characters with great 
skill. Unfortunately, all decisions seem based 
mere expediency and personal gain satisfaction. 
Sir Russell portrayed the character who gets the 
most satisfaction out life because always got what 
wanted matter who had hurt the pro- 
cess. The sex scenes are tinged with 
criminating adults, who might wish understand the 
hardships under which the British labor maintain 
their world position, may compare this novel with 
Sincerely, Willis Wade, Executive Suite, where most 
the savage and bitter fighting confined the 
heavyweight division. 

William Schweder, 

Georgetown University, 

Washington, 


Frizell, Bernard Ten Days August 
Simon Schuster. Mar. 309p. $3.95. 

tell the story major historical event the terms 
its effect handful people involved its poses 
dilemma the novelist, and the solution that 
dilemma often beyond the powers all but the most 
skillful writer. Mr. Frizell not yet skillful enough 
solve this dilemma; the surging drama the ten days 
toward the end August 1944, during which Paris 
broke the shackles the German occupation and 
fought, fiercely and with almost demonic abandon 
liberate itself before the crescendo the Allied 
breakthrough from Normandy, suffers being made 
mere background for the romance one the resist- 
ance leaders and his lovely assistant. Yet Mr. Frizell, 
his first novel, has made bold attempt and suc- 
ceeded least part conveying something the 
desperate urgency the fateful fortnight which pre- 
ceded the feast Saint Louis, which day the French 
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Goldthorpe Duke 


division commanded General Leclerc swept into 
Paris through the Porte only day before the 
Allied armies came marching from the west and 
down the Champs Elysees. 

Patrice, (his resistance name), was the leader one 
the Paris reseaux, and member the resistance 
council which included representatives all the vary- 
ing political elements which, for that time only, were 
working together against common enemy, while also 
jockeying for power amongst themselves. His assistant, 
Danielle Tessier, was given the task “executing” 
informer who had been member the resistance and 
also one her lovers. Gaudin, member the 
reseau, trying for reconciliation with his wife, Suz- 
anne, boasts Danielle’s deed Suzanne who later 
gives the information her German paramour, Klaus 
Tellman, officer the Gestapo. Danielle arrested 
the eve the insurrection and threatened with 
torture while Patrice leading his group with the 
assistance 2000 the Paris police capturing the 
Prefecture across from Notre Dame Cathedral. The 
insurrection prevents Klaus from making his interroga- 
tion Danielle; Patrice almost compromises the whole 
revolt his efforts obtain her release exchange 
prisoners; but finally Patrice and Danielle are re- 
united the Hotel Ville the night that the 
advance elements Leclerc’s armor enters support 
the insurrection and liberation fait acoompli. 


The urgency that time, the hesitancies and uncer- 
tainties, the desperate pulsation the mighty gamble 
which might invite ruinous destruction for Paris 
fairly well-developed through series related char- 
acters well sketched not deeply felt. But the actual 
fighting made, sure unintentionally so, seem 
rather hit-and-miss and too sporadic, mostly because 
the author seems too much concerned keeping his eye 
his romantic pair give wider, more compre- 
hensive view. may be, too, that one would have 
have been Paris during that time, have arrived 
the scene within day two the fighting have 
appreciated its extent. Interviewing witnesses, listen- 
ing this-and-that one’s account. particularly some 
years after the event will not suffice etch the 
memory such scenes the Place Concorde, where 
half-dozen tanks lay burned out before the scarred 
colonnades the Ministry the Marine, the sav- 
agely torn streets and piled high barricades near the 
Seine bridges, and the suburbs near the rail yards, 
the smoke pouring from the windows the German 
Headquarters facing the Place 
The epic struggle Paris liberate herself worthy 
great novel. Mr. Frizell commended for 
recognizing the validity his theme, and for presenting 
what may likely enough the best treatment 
date. What lacks enough mastery his medium 
fill large canvas, keep the figures the 
smaller canvas proportioned their background. Some 
distasteful scenes will limit the suitability this novel 
adult readers. 

Goldthorpe, John The Same Scourge 
Putnam. Mar. 23,1956. $3.75. 


The Same Scourge may not the most artistic the 
novels written about the Crucifixion but certainly 


Best SELLERS APRIL 
one the most reverent and authentic; its author may acknow 
indulge far too freely the practice projecting the powe 
thought and idiom our day into the ancient world any 
but does succeed giving vitality the events shifting 
the Savior’s life and death—events often reduced suffers 
lifeless conventionality earnest but unimaginative stant 
piety. their 
Dorio, decurion the Roman army, the man around Briefly, 
whom Mr. Goldthorpe builds his narrative. brave that 
and highly honored soldier, Dorio detached from his 
cohort about year before the death Christ and as- college 
signed intelligence mission Judea and Galilee. with 
makes friends with James and John and with side 
other people who are followers the Lord are older 
deeply interested Him; studies the Sacred Scrip- grinding 
tures order understand the Hebrew mentality; and for 
finally full belief the Savior the Cru- Claire. 
cifixion. luctant 
Mr. Goldthorpe has achieved general air reality, Pregna 
but his success does not derive from clear character- Wanting 
portrayal. has spent much time Dorio but with- Berni 
out defining him for the reader—there are too many Bernie 
obscurities the drawing; never clear, for in- tion and 
stance, just what splendid achievements make Dorio 
dear his superiors and hateful the Zealots. The the 
other characters are types rather than personalities, with The atm 
the exception Saint Luke who quickly and deftly the 
delineated. Yet the setting and the action are vivid shock 
enough make the story real. The events are stir- bookshop 
ringly depicted even though the characters are some- and the 
times shadowy inconsistent. conversat 
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The virtues this novel are solid enough make 
worthwhile spite its defects. lacks sweep and 
climax, chiefly because Dorio not fully depicted; 
resorts obviously contrived situations and dialogue 
order include many possible the words 
Christ and the prophecies about Him; gives the 
army characters and rituals that seem much 
more relevant her majesty’s modern troops; naively 
gives Dismas his traditional name before placed 
upon the cross the Savior’s right and has Amis, 
speaker use “honoured the breach” erroneous Harcourt, 
way that could only post-Shakespearean. Yet the This 
narrative the Passion vivid and gripping and tion. 
impact Christ the ancient world very well 
sented. The author’s reverence for Our Lord and 
uncompromising regard for the gospels have fused with sin 
consideration, especially this time year. society bec 
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Duke, Osborn 
Criterion. Apr. 1956. 448p. $4.50. 
not 


that what this reviewer must say judgment 
long, too long first novel. Mr. Duke has writing escapade, 
talent; but needs longer apprenticeship better deliberately 
instructors his art, either time direction warn dec 
him against over-writing and counsel him that but 
flict must based deeper motives than 
merely human values. What makes Greek tragedy 
survive great throughout two millenia the 
present awareness the divine human destiny, the 
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acknowledgment inviolable moral laws ordained 
power higher than the human. Sideman shows little 
any awareness any morality, save the specious and 
shifting relativism the humanitarian. The novel 
suffers from this lack basic stability; there con- 
stant and abiding foundation for any its characters 
their problems. 

Briefly, this triangle situation among the people 
that special world which modern music: jazz and 
neo-classicism. Bernie Bell, music major who quit 
college escape its academicism, playing trombone 
with Matt MacNeal’s dance band Ocean Park, out- 
side Los Angeles. fellow trombonist much 
older man, Coke Lyons, who has been all through the 
grinding circuit and now married, happily for him, 
former stripper from Scranton, blond and Polish 
Claire. Bernie falls love with Claire, Claire re- 
luctant though attracted his youth; but she resents 
pregnancy and almost dies trying abortion. Coke, 
wanting child and sensing Claire’s growing interest 
Bernie, takes again drinking. But all ends with 
Bernie going away continue his studies composi- 
tion and Claire resolved remain with Coke, once 
more the right side, supported his life-long friends 
the band. 


The atmosphere realistically credible; but some 
the scenes are over-written and obviously intended 
shock the shekels the curious into the tills the 
bookshops. Characterization good for the most part; 
and the person Matt MacNeal, particularly his 
conversation, sounds devastatingly close popular 
personality. Though this first novel must evaluated 
failure the moral view, gives great promise for 
future when the thirty-one-year-old author gains 
deeper maturity and conviction artistic responsi- 
bility. Some passages are much too lurid even for the 


the average adult reader. They might have been excised, 
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and the whole book condensed, with little loss. 
Amis, Kingsley That Uncertain Feeling 
Harcourt, Brace. Mar. 23,1956. 247p. $3.50. 
This evil book and not worthy recommenda- 
tion. Its author talented writer, compared one 
eviewer Evelyn Waugh. has fact some 
qualities, but lacks the depth and funda- 
mental sincerity Waugh. Waugh capable writ- 
ing biting comic satire certain classes English 
society because they are such pitiful representatives 
what once was greatness. The grandeur and lofty tone 
are the background, and Waugh’s comic antics are 
lament reverse for their passing. The present 
author uses somewhat similar style portray people 
are pointlessly vulgar and immoral. Furthermore 
makes high comedy their immoral behaviour, but 
not above writing with deliberately lascivious 
The bulk the book concerns adulterous 
escapade, handled humorous manner, but times 
deliberately provecative. example the litera- 
ture decadence, which may shock some people into 
shame, but there reason recommend any- 
one search excellence. 
Fr. Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 


St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Amis Carrouges Wachtel 


Carrouges, Michel 
Soldier the Spirit: The Life Charles 
Foucauld 
Translated fro mthe French Marie-Christine Hellin. Put- 
nam. Mar. 23, 1956. 300p. $3.75. 
All the elements most intriguing story are present 
the life Charles Foucauld, from rather riotous 
youth through service the French Foreign Legion 
life among the Trappists and finally the special voca- 
tion hermit among the desert people the Sahara. 
This present biography treats some detail the cour- 
ageous penetration Charles into the sinister interior 
Algeria explorer, well his later wander- 
ings, motivated such different spirit. 


There doubt that Foucauld had most extra- 
ordinary vocation from God, and that was most un- 
compromising with himself following the “dark- 
light” divine call. This way, many others 
from Christ’s time the present, was through the 
paradox Gethsemane the Resurrection. read- 
ing his life come accept most extraordinary con- 
tradictions, such seeing priest the spiritual adviser 
moslem leader, finding man who leaves 
fervent Trappist monastery because the life there 
not sufficiently austere. 


Soldier the Spirit was originally written French; 
the translation general well done, except for occa- 
sional similes which are not suitable our language. 
more serious failing that much the book 
taken with the ceaseless petty warfare and tribal 
raids the Arabic world which Foucauld lived. 
true that these affairs formed background for his 
life, but they make the reading heavyand dull, especi- 
ally where Arabic words and phrases are freely used. 
book half the pages could well contain the signi- 
ficant passages for appreciation this fascinating 
person. 


The author seems have penetrating insight into 
the personality his subject. When essays 
analysis character appears convey well and 
clearly what has mind, but too seldom that 
attempts so. The general impression that this 
book makes that Charles Foucauld deserves some- 
thing better. Perhaps more accurate title its actual 
content would refer the political background the 
life Charles Foucauld. see clearly the coun- 
try and its troubles, but can not quite distinguish the 
man the saint. 


Bro. John, F.S.C., Ph.D., 
Dean, LaSalle College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Wachtel, Curt S., M.D. 
The Psycho-Medical Guide Lifetime 
Good Health 

Psycho-Medical Library. Mar. 318p. $5.00. 


Since the author states that psychosomatic medicine 
study all the physical, chemical, 
physiological, psychological, psychiatric and environ- 
mental factors the body, brain, and soul the 
patient, one wonders how labels specialty. 
understandable that practiced “as yet small 


number specialists’; these men “use and control 
both the known well the hidden forces na- 


Doctor Wachtel presents his material through case re- 
ports selected from records and recollections patients 
treated the course his more than thirty years 
psychosomatic practice. These supplements with 
preliminary explanation the beginning and sum- 
mary the conclusion each chapter. Rarely 
these parts fit into integrated pattern, but, rather, 
are bound together only the force the 
statements. While his introduction divided equally 
into Word the Patient” and Word the 
Doctor,” fails, thereafter, make clear just whom 
addressing. The physician will discouraged 
his meaningless phrases such neurotic cur- 
tain” and his presentation questionable material 
factual. The laymen will observe quickly the failure 
the author fulfill his promises revealing “the 
biological internal link between somatic, psychic, and 
spiritual phenomena.” 


The need for educating the public (and many physi- 
cians) regarding the relation psyche and soma 
real, that medicines and surgery may used for 
their legitimate purposes, and not panaceas for all 
sorts maladjustments. Much research has been and 
being done reveal the truths this relationship; 
and, hence, extend the horizons preventive medi- 
cine. 


Having been deeply impressed many years ago The 
Wisdom the Body which was written for laymen 
the father psychosomatic medicine, the late Doctor 
Walter Cannon, aware that the essential truths 
can presented clearly non-professional audi- 
ence. Doctor Wachtel has offered the concept the 
psychiatrist who can choose ignore physiological 
truths. But doesn’t this very well. fact, 
cannot imagine The Psycho-Medical Guide Life- 
time Good Health being any value anyone 


other than the author. 
Louis Murphy, M.D., 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Giles, Janice Holt Hannah Fowler 
Houghton, Mifflin. Mar. 312p. $3.75. 

During the movement American colonists westward 
from the Atlantic coast, Hannah Moore and her father 
left party led George Rogers Clark and independ- 
ently set out for the Kentucky Daniel Boone. Moore 
died the wilderness, but Hannah was safely brought 
somewhat settled country Tice Fowler. Hannah 
married Tice and the pair began struggle create 
homestead. 


The events this novel are the marriage, the building 
the house, the birth daughter, the tilling the 
soil, the fight against winter; and, finally, the capture 
Hannah hostile Indians, her subsequent escape 
and reunion with Tice. Against background pio- 
neering, this simply the story happy marriage. 
Both Hannah and Tice are direct, considerate, and 
hard-working people. Their day day life the sub- 
stance their story and the author has convincingly 
recreated the details their progress. 


Best SELLERS 


Even though the lives the pioneers made history, this 
not any sense historical novel. The feeling 
contemporary and the emphasis the domestic. 
Stylistically, the writer has adopted the speech and 
even the thought-mannerisms her characters and, 
after slightly strained beginning,the idiom rings natur- 
ally. Despite complete absence any consideration 
divine Providence any the people the book, 
this generally commendable book for adults. 

Doris Maguire, 

West River, Maryland 


Frank, Pat Forbidden Area 
Lippincott. Mar. 252p. $3.50. 


you can put down this chiller-diller suspense- 
crammed melodrama you’re better man than this 


reviewer. Here felicitous blending today’s head- 


lines with the what-comes-next genre fiction. 


This time out, the author the bawdy “Mr. Adam,” 
gives galloping narrative Communist sabotage 
SAC and the execution frighteningly plausible 
and extraordinarily well-thought-out plan for sneak 
atomic attack the United States. 

From beginning end the action moves express-train 
speed, for there little concern, such, with charac- 
terization. Rather, the author has resorted types, 


with just enough use variations character be- 


havior camouflage slightly his purpose: novel 
sheer excitement. So, allowing for this permissible 
deficiency, concentrates all his efforts the details 
the plot. 


And minor masterpiece the plot. From the moment 


when pair adolescent lovers detect mysterious 


submarine landing personnel dark night 
Florida beach until the slam-bang wind-up 


engagement with the enemy forces, the emphasis 
the action. plentiful details Pat Frank takes the 
reader into the secret recesses the Pentagon, behind 
the guarded gates the Strategic Air Command, be- 
hind the security curtains the Iron Curtain give 
dimensions credibility what could easily become 
reality: atomic devastation raining from the skies 
America, without warning dawn one hopes will 
come. 

the correctness the precision which raises this 
novel into class its own. Allowing for poetic 
license—in which the hero, Jesse Price, happens tie 
sudden explosions B-99’s with German sabotage 
World War are few flaws mar the logic 
the development the action. And perhaps 
this underlying logic which does most develop the 
sharp sense terror which pervades the action. What 
happens Forbidden Area could happen tomorrow. 
could happening now—without the romantic reso- 
lution supplied this blockbuster suspense. 

John Coppinger, 
Rye, New York 


FitzGibbon, Constantine July 


Norton. Jan. 6,1956. 272p. $3.75. 


Constantine FitzGibbon was born Lenox, 
chusetts, and joined the British Army while Oxford; 
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later transferred the United States Army after 
Pearl Harbor. served intelligence officer Gen- 
eral Omar Bradley’s staff and was later engaged 
study the German General Staff, interviewing many 
captured German officers higher rank. 

gives thrilling story revolt and failure. 
takes right into the very heart the plot against 
Hitler July 20, 1944, and succeeds matching his- 
torical fact with superb action while outlining the 
countless ramifications set motion the exploding 
that bomb the “Wolf’s Lair.” 

This not learned historical thesis nor does pre- 
tend such. simple narration the aspira- 
tions and actions few the men who attempted, 
their own individual efforts, change the world 
which they lived. brilliant endeavor remove 
from these men the stain “German militarism” and 
bring out into the light day the actual motive 
moving them risk their lives and their honor—a 


deep-seated ethical and religious principle that man 


should free citizen just and lawful state rather 


than the pawn totalitarian dictator. 


This the story individuals who went their death 
because they were aware their duty themselves 
simply told, straightfor- 
word, and solidly based fact. will certainly 
interest all readers, but especially anyone who 
still believes the dignity the human person and 


the ability that person this materialistic age act 


man should act. 
John McNicholas, 
University Scranton 


Van der Post, Laurens 


Bar Shadow 
Morrow. 1956. $1.95. 


Love the fundamental human virtue which 


respect others matter how difficult their characters 
may appear our sense values and our personal 
experience with them. For many allied nationals rot- 
ting Japanese prisons during World War love 
the jailor was impossible, especially was Sergeant- 
Major Hara, the leading character Van der Post’s 
latest essay-novellette. Hara symbolized all the worst 
features the Japanese people. His primitive urges 
and lunar affections continually were expressed his 
treatment and killing prisoners under his jurisdiction. 
the end stood trial before War Crimes Com- 
mission and was hanged. 

Yet one his leading victims had also been spared 
from death Hara one Christmas and this victim, 
Lawrence, testified Hara’s favor the war crimes 
trial. the eve Hara’s execution Lawrence 
summoned the death row cell and the condemned 
man asks him explain why should die for living 
his orders and his code. Lawrence cannot ex- 
plain but recognizes need for expressing personal 
love between such people Hara and himself the 
hope that national love may ultimately follow. Only 

Built around Christmas theme Laurens Van der Post 
has produced probing analysis the Japanese char- 
acter which deeply penetrates the wellsprings human 
conduct and action. bares the fundamental attrac- 
tion between man and man the worst possible situ- 


Van der Post Mills Cameron 


ation and points the basic need for love social 
peace and international tranquility are attained. 
Edward O’Connor,Ph.D., 
Department Government, 
University Texas, 
Austin 12, Texas 


Mills, Saw Screams Midnight 
Dutton. Mar. 30, 1956. 96p. 

Carl Reiner, Sid Caesar’s side-kick, posed for the ma- 
jority the photographs intended illustrate this 
satire the do-it-yourself, home-workshop fad. Since 
the text not particularly inspired satire, the photo- 
graphs seem awkwardly self-conscious miming. What- 
ever humor there this thin-spun jape, the 
mallet and slapstick, rake-handle-on-the-brow school. 
you want bore-in-return do-it-yourself bore, this 
would just the weapon it. 


Cameron, Charles S., M.D. 


The Truth About Cancer 


Prentice-Hall. Mar. 26, 1956. (photogs., diagrams, tables) 


268p. $4.95. 

The title Doctor Cameron’s book well-chosen: 
all about cancer and all true. Part one, con- 
cerned with the fundamental aspects the disease, 
begins with “THE BIG IF” and contrasts the hospital 
records Mrs. who “waited too long” and Mrs. 
who “saw her doctor time.” But the conditional 
not disposed the first chapter; appears 
the author’s thesis and crops for emphasis again 
and again. well so, for readers will guided 
Doctor Cameron’s exhortation, even were there 
never new fact learned about cancer, half those 
now dying the disease might saved. 

“This not say that all cancers can cured” (p. 1), 
but there longer any excuse for fatalistic de- 
featist attitude: 80,000 those dying cancer each 
year the United States needlessly. Ignorance 
chiefly responsible; and many who have died would 
alive today had they read and followed the author’s 
advice. 

Fear and ignorance are dispelled the truth, teach- 
ing the reader face the facts with intelligence, cour- 
age and hope. There literally aspect cancer 
that does not receive careful consideration Doctor 
Cameron’s book. The author tells what cancer is; its 
distribution the world; its known causes; the truth 
about smoking and cancer; how diagnosed and 
treated; the use isotopes; and how avoid the quack. 
Misconceptions about the disease and the program 
research are reviewed. And the warning signs and 
symptoms—Danger Signals—are fully discussed. 

Part two the book treats cancer various organs, 
the types that are likely attack women; those likely 
attack men; cancer children; the allied diseases: 
leukemia, Hodgkins disease, lymphosarcoma; bone can- 
cer and, finally, although most important, what should 
done personal goal the defeat cancer: 
LEARN THE DANGER SIGNALS; HAVE REGU- 
LAR PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS; PRACTICE 
SELF-EXAMINATION. 


There has been spate books cancer primarily 
directed the lay reader since the turn the century. 


sible 
neak 
train 
arac- 
ypes, 

be- 

ssible 

etails 

ment 

mited 

the 

ehind 

be- 

give 

ies 

will 

this 

poetic 

tie 

age 

logic 

the 

What 


Nicholson Von, Matt Branston Slonim Mead Sheen Hastings 


Best known are The Control Scourage, written 
London surgeon, Charles Childe, 1906; Cancer: 
Nature, Diagnosis and Cure, Doctor Francis Carter 
Wood, 1923; The Riddle Cancer, Doctor Charles 
Oberling, translated from the French; Cancer, Doctor 
Sokoloff, reviewed Best Sellers, Feb. 1953; 
Smoking and Cancer, Doctor Ochsner, reviewed 
Best Sellers, Feb. 1955; Common Sense and Cancer, 
Doctor George Crile, reviewed Best Sellers, Jan. 
1956. all these, The Truth About Cancer the 
most complete; and likely the longest en- 
during. 

The Truth About Cancer could not have come into 
being without great deal effort and research. Doc- 
tor Cameron, cancer expert, writer and editor 
international distinction further endowed with 
abundant practical experience, was singularly qualified 
for the task. the medical and scientific director 
the American Cancer Society speaks with authority; 
and has written one the most important books 
the year, book that one, physicians well, can 
afford not read. should every library through- 


out the world. 
William White, M.D., 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


WORTH NOTING ... 


Nicholson, Margaret 

Manual Copyright Practice (2nd 
Oxford University Press. Mar. 15,1956. 273p. $6.50. 
This thoroughgoing book, complete with sample forms 
for application the copyright office, the copyright 
law the United States amended effective date 
September 16, 1955, the international copyright con- 
vention, and carefully detailed index, valuable 
not necessary adjunct for the reference section every 
library. Miss Nicholson has been pains clear 
and concise. The results are admirable. 


Von Matt, Leonard, and Walter Hauser 
St. Francis Assisi 
Regnery. Mar. 19,1956. 103p. Photographs. $6.50. 


pictorial biography, with the German text Walter 
Hauser well translated Sebastian Bullough, O.P., 
the major interest for the book buyer will the superb 
reproductions Leonard von Matt’s photographs 
the countryside which Saint Francis lived. Although 
entirely black-and-white, the feeling color 
brought out the dark clear Umbrian skies and the 
fine eye for composition sunlight and shadow 
and roadways and woodlands. The objective 
proposed, illuminating the biography the Saint, 
achieved. the textual account brief and sketchy, 
more than enough accompany the pictorial 
studies. Both together represent fine work which will 
delight any reader. 


Branston, Brian Gods the North 
Vanguard (Thames Hudson Book). Feb. 1956. 318p. 


One the Myth and Man series, this scholarly study 
the Teutonic and allied mythologies will prove valu- 
able reference book for collegiate libraries, and for 
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general reference wherever there call for handbook 
explain some the backgrounds the eddas and 
sagas, and particularly the Nibelungenlied. Quota- 
tions from several the Norse and Anglo-Saxon 
Ur-literatur may have the effect stimulating greater 
interest the early eddic tales. The tendency 
equate these pagan myths with Christian belief and 
practice evident only now and again. thorough 
index makes for quick reference. 


Slonim, Marc Three Loves 
Rinehart. Nov. 14,1955. 300p. $4.00. 

biography Feodor Dostoevsky, this ranks high 
among the lives available English. Centered 
study the effect three women—Maria Isaev, wife 
commandant Semipolotinsk (during his Siberian 
exile); Apollinaria Suslova, literature student the 
St. Petersburg University; and finally Anna Korvin- 
Krukovskaya, daughter retired lieutenant general 
and herself ambitious write—had the life and 
the writings one the most complex yet brilliant 
novelists the nineteenth century. The biography 
interesting, also sordid its subject’s personal life 
was. appended bibliography books Russian 
and other languages, (but mostly Russian), will serve 
well for further study. 


Mead, Jude, C.P. The Hours the Passion 
Bruce. 1956. 145p. $2.85. 

“From earliest times,” writes Fr. Jude Mead, “there has 
been tendency associate the scenes the Passion 
Christ with the hours the day and night. Such 
pattern gave orderliness one’s reflection.” there 
are twelve hours the clock’s face, there are twelve 
chapters this book. They first appeared The 
Sign magazine, but the accompanying meditation out- 
lines were prepared especially for this book. Each 
chapter beautifully illustrated engraving from 
the talented Bruno Bramanti. 


Recommended all for reading and meditation 
any time the year. 


Sheen, Fulton Thoughts for Daily Living 
City Books. Mar. 190p. $2.00. 

This work Bishop Sheen bears successive copyright 
dates from 1951 the present year and seems 
conclude that some, perhaps all, this material has 
appeared print before. There are fifty-nine chapters, 
each two three pages length, dealing with topics 
which never seem lose their appeal: happiness, love, 
will, character and on. The book written 
popular style with liberal sprinklings poems and 
anecdotes. The name God and the teachings 
Christ are frequently mentioned and these facts 
are enough set this book class apart from 
usual treatments the same topics that abound the 
present day. Recommended for all. 


Hastings, Cecily Questions and Answers 
Sheed Ward. Mar. 245p. $3.00. 

The authoress has been active Evidence Guild 
speaker since 1949. She writes for the English 
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olic Herald and the Catholic Worker. present 
book the fruit her experience the Evidence 
Guild. She well qualified and her book real 
contribution the field practical 
will assistance all those who need hand 
book that contains brief but sound answer all the 
devious objections and difficulties against the Catholic 
Church that men have garnered from the fields 
science, history, philosophy, that arise simply from 
naive misunderstanding. 
The book has two sections. The first (about pages) 
general outline the Christian Faith based the 
theme that the Church the union men with God 
Christ. This section adequate but perhaps some- 
what obscure. The second part consists collec- 
tion questions and answers which initially appeared 
The Catholic Herald. orderly fashion the 
author treats practically every standard objection 
religion general, the bible and Catholicism. 
Her answers are straightforward, clear, yet not more 
clear than the subject matter times permits. 
general this valuable little weapon for those who 
need light arms. 

Edward Sponga, S.J., Ph.D., 

Chairman, Department Philosophy, 

University Scranton 


CLUE-WORKS 
John Coppinger, Contributing Editor 


Manor, Jason The Tramplers 
Viking. 181p. $2.75. 

the fiction world Jason Manor everything happens 
violently, most often without coherent credibility. 
example, take his latest opus. The tramplers are 
the brutes society whose use power and might 
makes right; the trampled are those—like Alan Blake 
—who live confused and normal life, trying adhere 
the norms convention. Suddenly the “little” man 
finds himself the witness murder. 
snatched; the gang leader threatens and intimi- 
dates Alan who, first, acts quite normal: sick 
with fear. But gets pushed around more and 
more, gets mad. And when trampled man 
gets mad, that’s the end the tramplers! And 
does that almost singlehandedly. Know what mean 
about credibility? 

This time the action (probably) Los Angeles. 
The cast: crippled sadist, opportunistic blonde, 
crooked cop (three, fact), two menacing gangsters 
and their mobs, deluded hag (the 
mother the blonde), and assorted mugs and grifters. 
Deaths: humans and one horse, thoroughbred—the 
only one the book. 


Verdict: Tough, violent—and incredible! 
Death the Wind 


Lanham, Edwin 


Harcourt, Brace. Mar. 10, 1956. 188p. $3.00. 


Guild 


Last year this same author gave fine mystery 
“Death Corinthian.” this latest effort re- 
veals the same skill his plot manipulation and—to 
large extent—a credibility the actions his 
characters. 


Manor Lanham Bingham Curtiss Kelland 


This time it’s Bradley Davis, globetrotting correspondent 
who the soup. trying effect reunion with 
his adopted son, Pierre, runs afoul hurricane 
and shrew, his former wife. With the big wind 
comes death his wife. Against circumstantial evi- 
dence and sceptical police Davis hard put establish- 
ing his innocence and finding the murderer vindicate 
himself Pierre. Plausibly, ineptly, gets 
bottom things—almost getting himself the bottom 
the sea with anchor-chain shoelaces. All this hap- 
pens exurban Connecticut, bordering the veddy 
veddy lovely Sound. 


Verdict: Anyone for sailing? 


Bingham, John Inspector Morgan’s Dilemma 
Dodd, Mead. Mar. 246p. $2.95. 

Inspector Morgan had intuition death- 

in-the-wings surveyed the remains the upper 
apartment 127 Patton Street. had come in- 
vestigate obvious case arson. Then found the 
body the divan. 
Which came first: the arson the were 
they separate problems? Before the investigation 
completed there are three more deaths grisly do- 
mestic tragedy which narrated with certain flip- 
pancy somewhat out tone with the subject matter. 
Despite this weakness, interesting case for the com- 
petent Celt and the assorted characters meets 
solving the dilemma. 


Verdict: Bingham brings home the ham! 


Curtiss, Ursula Widow’s Web 
Dodd, Mead. Mar. 10, 1956. $2.95. 

When Torrant inquires for his good friend, Martin 
Fennister, learns Martin’s sudden death. The 
verdict was suicide. But the sudden disappearance 
the widow, Annabelle, and the variant versions truth 
call for more than polite note condolence. 
Torrant’s search leads him the elusive widow. Again, 
there are strange circumstances surrounding the deaths 
her latest employer and his wife. Mrs. Partridge, 
the cleaning woman, might help; but she becomes 
body the town pond. But Torrant persistent 
his pursiut the truth; saves Maria Rowan from 
the clutches the infamous “widow’s web.” 


Verdict: New England atmosphere mixes well with 
greed and sudden death. 


Kelland, Clarence Buddington 

Death Keeps Secret 
Harper. Mar. 14,1956. 220p. $2.75. 
Take one mathematical physicist with penchant for 
pedantic speech, deep knowledge electronic com- 
puters and certain obtuseness personal relations. 
Add piquant laboratory assistant who can arouse even 
physicist’s emotions. Mix couple foreign spy 
rings together with American counter-espionage agen- 
cies. Give them all Mr. Kelland, who will place 
them White Sands Proving Grounds and whip the 
mixture into mysterious adventure story his usual 


caliber. touch risqué spots but suitable for adult 
readers, 
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Coxe, George Harmon Suddenly Widow 
Knopf. Feb. 28, 1956. 214p. $2.75. 

John Harrington ingenious suicidal avenger? Has 
framed his own death that has compromised 
his wife, Ann? Ralph Dorsey, the blackmailing shyster 
learned the facts and lost his life. 

Despite the novel initial premise, this labored romance 
never gets off the ground. Coxe old pro and 
seems, this instance, have relied overworked 
series predictable cliches fill out plot which 
begins promisingly. The heroine and her ally, the 
handsome young doctor, fight the good fight; there are 
unpleasant in-laws; hard-boiled cop. The denoue- 
ment classically trite: the trapped 
nose-y character—proceeds blab recapitulation 
the whole plot. And then the hero rushes foil 
the culprit! 

Verdict: Harmon’s “widow” isn’t charmin’! 


Eberhart, Mignon Postmark Murder 
Random House. Mar. 11, 1956. 305p. $3.00. 

Why must most heroines mysteries behave like cre- 
tins crisis? Laura March one these. 
terious caller claims the father child slated 
inherit fortune. But Laura mustn’t tell anyone 
(for good reason could see). when Laura 
gets frantic call the phone “come quick” she 
rushes off into the December night the Polish sec- 
tion Chicago. What waits her? The mystery man 
full holes the playmate punitive picador. 
Does Laura call the police? Oh, She calls 
friend Matt Meathead who should have banged 
Laura the head and made fast exit. But, no, 
Laura must suffer through series unimaginatively 
dull clichés until she (and the reader) stagger through 
the Lord watches over the fools this 
world. 

Verdict: Laura’s silly filly, Mignon! 


Nolan, Jeannette Fearful Way Die 
Washburn. Mar. 18, 1956. 177p. $2.75. 

This new Lace White episode built around extra- 
ordinary choice death weapon: Catholic Priest. 
When hit-and-run victim Charles Clarence, self-made 
tycoon, takes look Father Jessup (who has come 
response anonymous emergency sick call) 
frightened death. Seems the old boy had patho- 
logic obsession about dying. Any the heirs would 
enjoy share the inheritance. But which them 
could have macabre and bizarre imagination? 
trying build Lace White, the female fictioneer, 
female fictioneer Jeannette Nolan has some far- 
fetched twisting her plot have Lace available 
the most dramatic moments. Despite this weakness, 
workmanlike job. 


Verdict: Novel exploitation “gimmick.” 

Stewart, Mary Madam, Will You Talk 
Mill-Morrow. Mar. 17, 1956. 250p. $3.50. 


Charity Selborne has been looking forward her vaca- 


Coxe Eberhart Nolan Stewart Robinson Pocket Prints 
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youngster she inadvertently finds herself mixed 
melange murder. Half the time she being chased 
the truculent and handsome father the boy; for 
the other half she’s chasing the villains. 


Miss Stewart has felicitous style for the breathless 
romance she handling; she also has fond eye for the 
French countryside through which the characters race 
assorted low-flying convertibles. 


Verdict: Faith, hope you like Charity! 


Robinson, Robert Landscape with Dead Dons 
Rinehart. Mar. 18, 1956. 253p. $3.80. 

This utterly delightful, wild and wacky comedy 
mystery. The climax straight out Mack Sennet 
and the Keystone cops. Were not for the ribald 
touch which makes the sequence hilarious would 
say the film scouts are missing one the funniest 
murder mysteries come along since Arsenic and Old 
Lace. Clean that episode and there’s mint the 
script. 

The scene Oxford University. And Robinson knows 
his dons and the way the academic world. Chaucer 
and murder are blended wittily; incisive characters vie 
viciously for position and esteem. And, Autumn, the 
man from the Yard, pleasant surprise: actually 
analyzes the case logical theory which leads him 
sensibly the murderer. 

splendid debut for Robert Robinson. 


Verdict: Rush out and get right away! 


POCKET PRINTS AND REPRINTS 
Stephen Laut, S.J., Contributing Editor 


Dell heads our list this month with large total. First, 
there Mad River, Donald Hamilton, (#91, $0.25; 
Richard Jessup’s Night Boat Paris, (#92, $0.25; IIb), 
has the British Secret Service hiring one-man spy ring 
acquire some vital filmstrips; taut, but completely 
amoral Forever Funny, edited Bill Yates, 
$0.25; assortment cartoons, jokes, gags; 
funny only sporadically Atlantic Avenue, Albert 
Halper, (#94, $0.25; IIb), shows good writer wasting 
his time characters and deeds that are too, 
sordid Devil’s Spawn, Robert Carse, (#95, 
IIb), the horror the month; its climax, the 
runs about Paris with market basket containing water- 
cress, ice, and human head The Great 
tive Chase MacLennan Roberts, (#96, $0.25; 
retells the famous raid and chase the 
“General” April, 1862; this has been done time 
Angry Man, (#103, $0.25; I), tells the aged tale 
peaceable cowpoke pushed too far the cattle 
Spencer Dean offers The Frightened Fingers, 
$0.25; which murder with difference: 
victim talked death Thin Air Howard 
Browne, (#894, $0.25; dilly; the initial vanish- 
ing act and the suspense are excellent. Keep’em 
ing, Howie Luke Short’s Raw Land, (#895, 
gives weak variation the too-peaceable 
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(#896, $0.25; writes so-so account double Perma Books has odd assortment, beginning with 


murder and dismembering job The Twilighters 
Noel Loomis, (#897, $0.25; all-die yarn 
family trying migrate from Kentucky Texas, 
year Mario Puzo The Dark Arena, (D-164, 
$0.35; IV), tells the black market occupied Ger- 
many; the constant blasphemy, theft, adultery, and 


general amorality are too much; the book trash 
Mary Roberts Rinehart’s The Wall, (D-165, $0.35; 
dates from 1938 and literate, New-Englandish, and 
peopled likeable beings. breath fresh air... 
Sam Hunter, lecturer Fine Arts Barnard College, 

Modern French Painting, (FE-98, $0.50; 1); there 
are chronologies, glossaries, indices, commentary, dis- 

and reproductions color paintings with 
more black and white. Mr. Hunter informa- 
and thankfully free from the usual unintelligible 
uld about modern painting The Masters the 
iest Drama, (FE-100, $0.50; IIa), contains the texts 

“The Master Builders,” “Three Sisters,” “Mrs. War- 

Profession,” “Red Roses for Me,” “The Glass 
Menagerie,” and Sons,” sample the work 

ows Ibsen, Chekhov, Shaw, Sean O’Casey, Ten- 
Williams, and Arthur Miller. Anyone the 

six worth the fifty cents for all. 

the Books presents odd assortment. Woman 

Bangkok Jack Reynolds, (F-131, $0.50; IV; also 


published hard covers), tells how feels for 
English merchant fall love with the number one 
prostitute all Siam. Phaugh! Martha Foley’s 
Best Short Stories 1955, (F-133, $0.50; leaves 
one wondering: this the best Americans can do? 
this just Miss Foley’s prejudice? Beyond 
Courage Clay Blair, (L34, $0.35; IIa), tells the 
escapes our airmen had who were shot down over 
Korea; harrowing and hard reading, nevertheless 


First, saga, real-life hero-tale The Pioneers Jack 
Schaefer, (136, $0.35; finds the author Shane 
represented some tough, bitter, heroic short stories 
Don Stacy The God Channel One, (L37, 
$0.35; IIa), tells the virtual slavery Godfrey-life 
personality imposes all those his show; seems 


everybody’s too intent buck poke the character. 


Pocket Books presents: Good Morning, Miss Dove, 
Frances Patton, (1099, $0.25; Off the Cuff, edited 
Jerry Lieberman, (1100, $0.25; IIa), poor and be- 
Your Baby and Child, Drs. Benjamin Stock and 
Miriam Lowenberg, (1106, $0.25; compendium 
meus, feeding times and problems, and nearly 
else conceivably connected with the 
Another Erle Stanley Gardner Perry-Mason beats-the- 
D.A. The Case the Moth-Eaten Mink, (1107, 
$0.25; IIa) The most famous western them all: 
Owen Wister’s The Virginian (C-209, $0.35; I), with 
the most famous all lines: “When you call that, 
smile!”. The original dates from Harriet 
Onis edits collection Spanish Stories and Tales, 
(PL-40, $0.35; IIa), full local color, emotion, super- 
and frenzy The Doctors Mayo Helen 
(GC-30, $0.50; I), fine biography 
the three Mayos, father and two sons, who built 
small practice into one the finest medical clinics 
the world Rochester, Minnesota. 


reprint Fractured French, Pearson, illus- 
trated Taylor, (M-3031, $0.25; IIa) The 
Mean Streets Thomas Dewey, (M-3032, $0.25; 
the author’s usual hard-as-nails style; this time 
teen-age gang war with dope and girls compli- 
cating Stevens’ Blood Money, (M-3033, 
$0.25; IIa), tough and brutal buried-treasure tale 
Snow Fury Richard Holden, (M-3034, $0.25; I), 
eerie tale snow that lived and fed human 
flesh; science-fiction, eh? Fulton Oursler Lights 
Along the Shore, (M-4041, $0.35; III), has collected 
series articles, stories, essays about all sorts per- 
sonal religious and social problems. 


Don’t miss Signet’s two bargains: Mac Hyman’s 
Time for Sergeants, (S-1285, $0.35; the most up- 
roarious army stories; and George Orwell’s Animal 
Farm, (S-1289, $0.25; delightful satiric fable. 


Mentor offers two fine volumes also: Great Dialogues 
Plato, the Rouse translation, (MD-167, 
$0.50; I), contains the complete “Republic,” “Apology,” 
“Crito,” “Phaedo,” “Ion,” “Meno” and the Symposium 
Also, Robert Downs’ Books That Changed the 
World, (MD-168, $0.35; but this title 
understood sensu aiente, that is, these are some; there 
are others, which here there mention; e.g., not 
even the Bible mentioned here, much less any other 
religious book. Moreover, warned that the write- 
ups the sixteen books are somewhat sketchy. 


Bantam leads off this month with two biographies: The 
Autobiography Benvenuto Cellini, the Symonds 
translation, (FB-404, $0.50; IIb) and The Last 
Billionaire: Henry Ford, Richards, (FB-405, 
$0.50; fiction, try Robert McCaig’s Haywire 
Town, (1435, $0.25; I), the comeback near-dead 
mining town Fredric Brown’s His Name Was 
Death, (1436, $0.25; which good you like the 
Henry Felsen, (1437, $0.25; IIa), ill-constructed 
tale you will ever get, with wholly gratuitous tragic 
$0.25; IIb), strictly for the strong heart, strong 
stomach type; was the movie, this realistic, raw 
and brutal Ben Lucien Burman’s The Four Lives 
Mundy Tolliver, (1439, $0.35; rambling, 
drawling account easy-going wanderer; leisurely 
fun Blackie Audett’s Rap Sheet, (A-1440, $0.35; 
IIb), the cold-blooded account life-long gangster; 
fantastic true confession The Golden Argosy, 
edited Cartmell and Grayson, (F-1441, $0.50; I), 
fine collection English-language short stories; 
excellent for school text The Inspirational Reader 
consists passages from the Bible arranged subject 
matter for help and encouragement Stevens; 
the text from the King James version, (F-1442, $0.50; 
$0.35; I), tells the expedition lost for long 
Altair-4; version film will soon released; 
but this only for confirmed S-F men Thomas 
Costain takes freebooting the Spanish Main 
the XVIIth century For Great Folly, (F-1444, 
$0.50; far better than most; replete with duels 
and beauteous spies All hail Bantam for the re- 
issue Mark Twain’s Life the Mississippi, (F-1445, 
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$0.50; here all the humor, nostalgia, the beauty, 
all mid-nineteenth century America, seen through the 
eyes genius. Get 


new comer the paperback fraternity Compass 
Books. have received two them: one, novel, 
Candle for Saint Jude, Rumer Godden, (C-2 
$0.95; reprints her story dancers and dance 
designers the ballet world; .the other Malcolm 
Cowley’s study the young literary figures the 
1920’s, Exile’s Return, (C-4, $1.25; which stu- 
dent literature Americana neglect; the 
chapter “Dada” enough justify purchase 
the book. 


The new Harvest Books are fine: bindings, paper, print, 
covers are quite special. James Cozzens’ The Last 
Adam, (HB-12, $1.25; heads the list; copyright 
1933, this absorbing novel which vivisects little 
New England From the Ground Up, Lewis 
Mumford, (HB-13, $1. 25; I), compilation his 
New Yorker essays architecture and design; readable 
Pirenne’s Economic and Social History Medieval 
Europe, (HB-14, $1.25; III), might better have been 
called only economic history; there practically 
mention Church, Crusades, chivalric tradition, drama 
schools. Thus, caveat emptor Theodore Roose- 
velt Henry Pringle, (HB-15, $1.65; I), was the 
zer Prize biography 1931; the subject seems greater 
and greater retrospect; because pales most 
today’s figures? Clinton Rossiter’s The First Ameri- 
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can Revolution, (HB-117, $1.25; I), the first volume 


Seedtime the Republic, and gives the colonial set- 
ting for the struggle for independence. 
Anchor Books, also finely printed and bound, continue for all 
high standards with Anton Chekhov’s Peasants and 
Other Stories, selected, prefaced and presumably trans- 
lated (no other translator credited) Edmund 
Henry James Dupee, (A-68, $0.95; I), 
literary and personal biography that accurate, 
(A-69, $1.25; I), 1942 study American prose and enl 
from 1890; even when one does not agree, one in- 
terested Arthur Waley’s Three Ways Thought ices. 
Taoist, Confucianist, and realist philosophy tion. 


the century B.C 
Fustel Coulanges, (A-76, $0.95; III), study 
religion and government classical Greece and 
for specialists the field and even they must allow for 
the author’s predispositions. 


Grove Press furnishes with The Poems Catullus Bes 

translated and introduced Horace Gregory, readers 

$1.25; Remember them? Some are lovely, can 

laments; others scatological and crude; the translations look 

are accurate but often uninspired dispirited 

Three Exemplary Novels Miguel Unamuno (E-30, 

$1.45; are strange stories which come alive only 

times Chester Kallman’s Storm 
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How You Feel About Best Sellers? 


Here’s what some our subscribers say: 


for all reading enthusiasts. 
Richard Lavallee, 
Lester Street, 
Springfield, Massachusetts 
February 18, 1956 


find your scholarly reviews very interesting 
and enlightening. There also the element “calling 
spade,” which lacking most secular serv- 
ices. Through Best Sellers have learned about many 
books which would otherwise have escaped atten- 
tion. 
Dennis, Patnode, 
Librarian, 

Chicopee Public Library, 
Chicopee, Massachusetts 
March 1956 


Best Sellers has become authoritative that 


readers have implicit trust the classification. You 


can hardly imagine what good has done those who 
look for guidance, whether young folks adults. 


Reynolds Place, 
Newark, New Jersey 
December 1955 


time goes your service certainly has im- 
proved. The past year has been 
surely appreciate the service and wouldn’t like 


without it. 
Mrs. Walther, 
3209 Wisconsin Avenue, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


December 15, 1955 


The addition reviews “Young People’s Books” 
makes Best Sellers doubly valuable. wouldn’t 


without it. 
Sr. Joachim, Librarian, 
Benedictine Heights College, 
Guthrie, Oklahoma 
March 12, 1956 


find your service excellent. Please renew sub- 


scription. 
Mrs. McGuigan, 
Balboa Heights, 

Canal Zone 

March 13, 1956 


like and use your service very much. 


Dorothy Wilcox, 
Terryville Public Library, 
Terryville, Connecticut 
August 30, 1955 


consider your service excellent. sure renew 
subscription. 


331 Seventh Avenue, South, 
Clinton, Iowa 


August 30, 1955 


very pleased see you are giving reviews Young 


People’s Books. 
Gladys Ecker, Librarian, 
Hyde Park High School, 
West Roxbury, Massachusetts, 
September 24, 1955 


have been subscribing Best Sellers for years now and 
have found very useful. However, would like 
tell you that delighted see the new section en- 
titled “Books for Young People.” very helpful. 
school librarian make good use it. 


Catherine Mary Corcoran, 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts 
January 1956 


Herewith remittance for the 1956 subscription the 
Best Sellers. are very satisfied with and very 
helpful our organization. 


Verkruissen, Jr., Manager, 
International Seamen’s Club, 
Aruba, Netherlands Antilles 
January 1956 


far out touch with things here remote 
Japan that were not for Best Sellers, would 
hopelessly out date book trends. 


Miller, Dean, 
International Division, 
Sophia University, Tokyo 
September 1955 


The reviews are much the point, unemotional, 
few words, but never missing the point. 


oughly enjoy it. 
Gertrude Hill, Librarian, 
St. Mel High School, 
Chicago, 
September 24, 1955 


have used Best Sellers for years and like very much. 


Mrs. Margaret Tredway, 
Branch Supervisor, 

Stanislaus County Free Library, 
Modesto, California 

September 13, 1955 


Your evaluation current publications are read care- 
fully this busy librarian and Ph.D. candidate. 
certain could not cover the best sellers more effective- 
than through reference your periodical. 


Marion Sheil, Librarian, 
Lakewood Ohio 
October 1955 


Best Sellers practically indispensable. 
Richard Sullivan, Librarian, 
Lawrence Public Library, 
Lawrence, Massachusetts, 
September 13, 1955 


The classification reading material Best Sellers 
the best available means knowing what give and 
what not give young people. 
Emerite Perret, Librarian, 
Jeanerette, Louisiana 
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Best Sellers indispensable review. 
Sister Vivian, O.S.B., Librarian, 
St. Scholastica Academy, 
Canon City, Colorado 


Your publication “must.” 
Olive Aiken, Bookshop Owner, 
Providence, Rhode Island 
January 27, 1956 


can’t help acknowledging the accuracy your in- 


sights. 
Herman Wouk, Author, 
New York, New York 
September 22, 1955 


The tone the reviews and their overall literary flavor 


very good. 
Harold Goldstein, Librarian, 
Davenport Public Library 
have relied Best Seller’s excellent reviews for years. 
Mrs. Stegmaier, 


Davenport, Iowa 
February 1956 
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opinion Best Sellers most useful little publi- 
tion. like the intellectual approach books and the 
very readable, and frequently entertaining style the 
reviews. don’t need tell you that the pointing 
Christian principles and values relation content 
and usefulness the book unique and valuable. 


Ruth Gregory, Librarian, 
Waukegan Public Library, 
Waukegan, Illinois 

October 13, 1955 


Thank you for the splendid new feature added your 
estimable publication, Best Sellers. 


Sr. Febronia, Supervisor, 
High School Libraries, 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 


Service terrific. Appreciate the section books for 


young people. 
Madeline Stabile, 
Lynwood, Long Island, New York 
February 10, 1956 
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